No.1

FULLERTON SQUARE

This project involved
lhe restoration and
conversion of the Fulleman
Building, now The Fallerton
Hinel, from am offics bailding
imlo @ deluxe hogel.
Completed i 1928, this
sight=storey Mea-Claccical
huilding wag purpose-buill
the General Post Office (GPOY Boilding by Keys and Dowdeswell,
Fraor 10 restaration, archival documents and historical
photographs were extensively rescarched te detenming previoas
changes 1o the bulding and to guide the interior design efors, A
measured building sarvey was alao commdssioned to accusately and
comprebensively recant the architectural details of the bailding, This
facilitated the mocessary repair amnd replacement warks, The existing
frundations were carefully shorsd wp in areas where deep excavation
WAS NECCESAryY 00 Créfle new bhobel facilitiex ke the ballreom and
service driveways. Exira precautions woie alss taken to protect the

Covenagh Brudge foundations which were partly within this site,
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Ohner:
Far faxt CrganizationSina Land Company Limired

Architect:
Arcthitects &1 Pre [ad

Engineer:
Crecar Faber Consultanty P Lad

Cowbractor:
Dragages Singapore Ple Lid

The building’s
Shanghai plaster panels
wora moticulously
checksd, cleamsd, repairsd
and replaced where
nezded. Al the mraditdonal
tirmber fenestration,

complete with timber |

window shutiers were

retained and restored. The metallic framed wimdows i “double
square” patterns found at the solid comers of the huilding were
sirnabarly retnined and resvored. The four orginal airwells were
reconfigured into an active and covered but sky-lit atriwm
The cenate vaulisd celllng at the 4% sporey was retained and resiared,
ns was the double vidume 1* storey GPC Hall with its high coffered
oeilings &nd tall beght windosas. The lommer GO entrance was alio
sepsitively converted into a public lobby leading to and from the
pedestriar underpass.

The final prodact is & harmonisas blend that bringe out the beat

of bioth ald amd new.
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The sile om which Fellerion Bulicing now stands has an infer-
aling Matory of #s own. O bhis riangle of land al the mauth
of the Singapore Rhner was situated the infasi Setiamend af
Singagore foliowed by & redoubt buid a8 Sandy Point in 1814
marking the beginainga of Forl Fulkesbon, The feusdation af the
Post Office, deacibed by Soseph Conrad as “The mesf @mpar-
tanl Post Office in the Easl”, was also laid on thes sde in 16874
whach was subssguanlly demolithed 10 make way far 8 pras-
e Fullerion Building in 1924

Keys and Dowdeswel was & Shasghai firm of archilecls who
came fo Singagans aler winning an open architeciural compet-
twon far the new Ganarsl Post Office Buiding, In 1920, the af-
chilect Major P H Keye was appoinied and building plans were
drawn. Tender for the consiruclion of tha bullding was called in
Movember 1925 and finally awarded 10 Perry & Company
(Cwerseas Lbd) on & Febreary 1024, for & conlracd sum ol
§4.090,30¢

Im an effort i conbrol cost, ben firme weee isvited o sabmil pro-
pesals for sinclural design, Tre cesige of Mesess, Coignet for
@ halow ratt foundation, which was mosd econcmical in terms of
atesd and concrate quaniiies, was ulbmately accephad.

The new General Post Office was completsd @ 1926 &t a cosl
cf 54.75 millen. 1§ housed the Exchange. the Chambsr al
Cammaice, e histare Singapere Club, she olthes Gavarssanl
Deparmenls besides the General Posi Qffice which occupied 3
fioors and & Solal ares of 112,828 square feet. During the offi
cial cpaning ceremony held on 2T June 1922, Sir Mugh Clifford
recommended thai the building be namad afer the first Gover-
mor of the Siraits Setfements, Sir Rebert Fullerion (1 B24-1620).

The main Post Cffice enlrance was opposile Johnston's Peer
supplemaried by twa other enlrancas fram Fullerlen Road. The
ealranca 1o the Singapore Clul feced Batbery Road. Whilsl tha
ealarior was dadded in grasalithic plasier b simulxie grey Ab-
erdesn gradibe, the Adenor was more warmiy finished with cal-
cured ceramic fles, wood paneled cownviar bops and iluminsied
through high plate-glass windows sel in slesl casemants.  The

J00-1eat kong post office courder was repuied 1o be the longast
in the word than

The basemant was usad as & mail sarling ares, the pracess fa-
clitated by 8 comveyor b= until the 1850°% whan the b=t bagan
e give prableme  Additionally, & unnel (subway) sag provided
i convey mail from the GPO directly bo shipa i harbour and
vice-versa,

In 184F, Gowernor Sir Shentom Thomas and Lady Thamss
moved cut of the Gevernment House into the Singapore Chab at
the: top fioor of the Fullerion Buildirg which thery acknowledged
was “safer, quieler and cooler’.  Durng the last days befare
Brtish Surender, the enline bulding was converied into a
make-shilt hospAal fer British salkdiere.

It was enly b= 1973 that the GPO undersenl major remoasions
whars half 1he poet offics counlar arss wis gaen up to tha than
Dapartmant of Trade, Quarry ard mosaic replaced the ongral
liles in the public sreas, plywood and veresr covensd over
mgiilded Ember and ta complele this ‘Sademizalion’ axerciss, a
lowered fales cailing was consirucied lo accommodale sir-
condilioning. Fusl®&r inbemal alterations were commisaionsd
by the Pellic Works Depariment for GPCin 1585,

The Fullerion Bwlding was retained as the GPO for hislorical
reasons whilst the belk of the office space was oooupied by the
Inland Revenue Authanty of Singapere uatl 1998,




